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Focused Writing
By Pastor Kent Jarvis

Every two months | am
challenged to come up
with something to write to

fill this space. Each week |
spend time putting some
of my thoughts of the
week into my blog (found
at our website:
www.akronfirstag.org ).
That has proven to be a
great exercise for me,
forcing me to put my
thoughts down and in a
manner that can be easily
understood. However, by
doing so, when | get to
this time of writing for the

First Family newsletter, |
almost feel like | have
already covered most of
the topics that are on my
mind. | have been writing
a lot about the current
political situation, some of
the hot topics in the
church, and some of the
life issues that | have been
dealing with. So here | sit
on my couch and wonder-
ing what | should write
about.

| suppose that | should
wax eloquent about some
theological topic, shedding
light on a portion of Scrip-

ture that | have been
meditating on. | could
delve into the current

challenges facing so many
in the church and across
our nations because of the
economic troubles. With
all of the changes we are

going through in the
church, 1 should spend
some time speaking to

that. | might write more

about that as we traverse
the road of change and
faces the challenges along
the way. But | want to just

give you a word that, if

you have been around me
much in the past several
years, will sound very fa-
miliar.

Over the past several
years, | have settled on a
life verse from the Scrip-
tures. At any time, one
verse or another might
jump out at me and be-
come rhema to me. But
there is one that has con-
tinued with me as an en-
couragement, a ruler, and
billy club, and a ton of
bricks. Anyone out there
figured it out? Here it is:

Let us fix our eyes on
Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith,

who for the joy set be-

fore him endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat
down at the right hand of
the throne of God. (Heb
12:2 NIV)

| have settled this verse in my
spirit to such an extent that |
cannot make it through a day
without it coming into my
thoughts. In all 1 do, | am
reminded that | must keep my
eyes squarely fixed on our
Savior. Any time that | begin
to let my gaze wander from
the fixed point of Jesus, | find
that | put myself in a struggle
that | need not be in. When |
begin to think about the sec-
ond portion of the verse, | am
reminded that | can make it
through anything by staying
focused on Jesus because He
made it through the cross. |
not only must look to Jesus,
but I must look through Him
to see what is beyond my cir-
cumstance.

Yesterday, | had lunch with a
new pastor friend. We had a
great time of fellowship and

getting acquainted, spending
a great deal of time encourag-
ing each other in the things of
the Lord and what the Lord
has called us to do. As we
were making our way back to
the church, he was relating to

me some of the severe strug-
gles that he has faced. While
he was speaking, | was recall-
ing the challenges and

struggles that | have faced
over the years of ministry.
It didnot t ak
though, once he finished
with his story, to go right
to my life verse and begin
to speak to him about stay-
ing focused on Jesus. Now,
is it a scripture that he had
not thought about before?
Hardly. Even as | began to
quote the verse, he joined
in. Yet, even as familiar as
it is, both of us needed to
hear it again. Keep your
focus! Know that the tough
stuff may not be over, but
it will be. Even as we go
through this life, things
might even get worse, but
Jesus has been there and
showed us how to get
through it all. Now He is at

the right hand of the
throne. We have that same
type of promi s

and will make it and get to
be with Jesus. Now that is
something to write about.
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Relying on God Maybe youdre in th
. have been many times in life. The
By PaStOI‘ B|” wor d, OMEOG6 has got
and now 016 am try
Gl oo | repIie%MYd wn strength.
lis impossible  with has a better plan than this!

men is possible with
God." Luke 18:27

As | was typing this
scripture on my blackberry the other
day | accidentally left off the ' n'in
men so the sentence read..."What is
impossible with ME is possible with
God." | think God may have been
trying to tell me something.

In this scripture Jesus is having a
conversation with a man who has
done everything right. He is called
0a certain rulero,
obeyed all the commandments. He
asked Jesus what he must do to in-
herit eternal life.

Jesus replies,
me nt s .Tide ruler states that he
has done that since he was a child
and then Jesus hits him pretty hard

Thanks for the opportunity to be a
part of your fami |l
blessing be upon you and may you
see the impossible as you follow the
One that can make it happen.

Self Control
By Pastor Josh

1 Thessalonians 4:38

It is God's will that you should t
sanctified: that you should avc

always bring about the best reaction
for us.

One of those word
Discipline is not a fun process,
whether it is being forced upon you,
like being in the army, or a con-
science effort or your part. Disci-
pline is hard work, but usually the
results for whatever reason you are
disciplining or being disciplined are
worth it. It is impossible to lose 150
pounds without discipline, it is im-
possible to be a pro athlete, win an
Olympic Gold medal, swim the Eng-
lish Channel, or have an amazing
relationship with God without disci-
pline. Living a disciplined life is nec-
essary and vital if we are to grow in
any area of our lives. Yet we hate to
hear the word discipline. We would
much rather keep on going, doing
the things we are already comfort-

5 ob ¢ Pody in a way that is holy and ho

sexual immorality; that each of yi able with, rather than taking a close
should learn to control his ow look at our lives an changing things
that need to be changed.

orable, not in passionate lust lil
the heathen, who do not kno
God; and that in this matter no or

This verse says i
to be sanctified. Did you catch that

with his next state . it is His WILL, not a wish or idea, it is
rything you haveé csShould wrong his brother or takHis goal, purpose, and want for our
me . 6 advantage of him. The Lord w lives. Sanctified, means He wants us
punish men for all such sins, as " 2 path that daily makes us look

more like Christ, and less like our-

Howds that for cal | havealready told you and warnigeyes, this world and all of its de-
walk of faith. | believe the point you. For God did not call us to Isires. In our lives the battle is sim-

Jesus was trying to get across was
0Therefds one way

i fe. Foll ow me a

How many times have you and | tried
to save ourselves? How often do we
slip into the performance mode
where we must do this, or that, or
something else in order to receive
eternal life? Eternal life comes from

one place, faith i
fered to us through
it comes by faith. Are we like the

ocertain rul erdéd wh

earn his salvation through his obedi-
ence and good works, or are we fol-
lowing the plan of God which pro-
duces obedience and good works?
Are we simply following Jesus? Jesus
was definitely trying to show him the
better way, the only way.

tnc Therefore, he who rejects this |

impure’ but to live a h0|y life ple the choice to do the will of God,
-or the will of the world. It is the

i ; . choice to become more like Christ,
struction does not reject man b or more like the culture around us.
God, who gives you his Holy Spir We make the mistake of believing
that Christianity is a one time
choice, when really it is an everyday
every moment choice to make Christ
Lord or our lives, our thoughts, our

It is funny how certain words can
cause a reaction in us, both for good

and bad. For instance if someone actions, and our attitudes, and what
says the word brownie, a big smile we look at. Being Sanctified and
comes to my face. | think abouta ~ | ooki ng i ke Chri

moist, soft, luscious, hot brownie,
chewing it slowly savoring every
"bite. Maybe some ice cream with it,
vanilla of course. Just the thought
of it makes me happy. But if some-
one says vomiting, | have a com-
pletely different reaction. | hate to
puke, | hate everything about it and
do my best never to think about it.
Yet sometimes in our lives some of
the things we need Coéntineedon®Page4 dondt

about you, but that is something |
want really bad and that is what we
are meant to strive to attain as
Christians. The problem lies in the
fact that to attain that kind of a life-
style, it takes discipline and it takes
self-control.
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What Kind of Seed are You?
By Alaina Greenman

I accidentally
bought the kind
of grapes with
seeds. | am sure
you know the
kind.

stuck with the
choice to either
carefully pull each individual tiny
seed out of the grape, or bear it,
chew, and swal
annoyed that | once again bought
globe grapes rather than the seed-
less variety; but this last time | was
sort of happy. God used it to remind
me of our potential as a Christian.
In my opinion, a seed is one of God's
greatest works. It is an example of
how something so mediocre can be-
come something so miraculous. One
tiny little seed carries within it nu-
trients so powerful that when
unleashed, it catapults a vibrant life
that has been waiting to spring
forth. At first glance you don't no-
tice it, but once it's planted and wa-
tered you begin to see the seed
break out of its shell and become a
living organism, ready to produce
lots of fruit! One grape vine usually
produces about 3,000 grapes per
year , and thatos
seed! Much like how God created
seeds to multiply, he wants his
Church to multiply.

Remember this parable? "And Jesus
told them: 6The
is like a mustard seed, which a man
took and planted in his field.
Though it is the smallest of all your
seeds, yet when it grows, it is the
largest of garden plants and becomes
a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and perch in its branches."
(Matthew 13:31-32)

Many of you have heard this is
0Seed=Christiansd
(probably many times!) and this is
not a new analogy to you. So, in-
stead let it be a reminder of what
kind of potential is within each of us.
Galatians 3:29 says, "If you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham's seed,
and heirs according to the promise."

| ow.

j

Keep the grapes Pastor Kent gave us
in a spot you see everyday and keep
on planting, watering and get ready
for the harvest!

A Mot herods Love

vByuJganne Cummings

There is a story in Il Samuel 21:1-14
t hat tells of a

three year famine was taking its toll

on Isrﬁls. uIsra\elI is a very %nynsual
land. They (‘?ependydn the rains to
come in their seasons to water the
earth and prepare the crops for
harvesting. According to
commentaries, the early rains
usually come in September or
October.  The latter rain comes
during the March or April season.
Often the rains of March or April are
referred to as the late rains.

Because of the famine, King David
sought the Lord as to why the famine
was continuing. This relationship
between David and God is really
outstanding. God gave David the

reason for the famine. Verse one
tells us, ol t i s
his blood-stained house; it is because
he put the

uas tittlef histdfy @ @vhot ithe y
Gibeonites were: Joshua had
defeated Ai, after sin had been dealt
with. Then Joshua read the law to
|l srael ds whol e

the covenant at Mount Ebal. This

ki pedcthg ™f tRef Lak SnBIVU&IN the

things Israel was to do and not do.
One of the things they were not to
do was make a treaty with any of the
surrounding nations, as it would be a
snare to them. The Gibeonites
deceived Joshua and the people, by
claiming they had come from a long
journey. Israel made a treaty with

them to protect them and let them

live. . A short time later Israel

didcVErBd  tRe§ T \Pefe® really

nei ghbor séa remna
Amorites, whom they were to
destroy. Because Israel had sworn

on an oath to let them live, they
became woodcutters and water
carriers, thus they became servants
in Israel. God places high authority

on

n

on keeping oaths, vows, treaties or
promises. Saul sought to kill them in
his zeal for Israel and this became
sin for the nation. God does not
always bring judgment on a sinful
nation immediately. Sometimes it
comes at a later time. As in this
case, it was during the reign of
David. Commentaries do not agree

as to when during
event happened.
mot her 8s l ove. A

David asked the Gibeonites what
they believed would bring closure for
them as servants in Israel and also
bring an end to the famine. The
Gibeonites wanted seven
descendants of Saul to avenge the
blood of their fellow Gibeonites.
The Seven died in the first days of
the barley harvest. Two of the
seven were sons of Rizpah. Rizpah
was the daughter of Aiah, who was a
concubine of Saul. Rizpah took
0sackcloth and spr
on the rock and from the beginning
of the harvest until the late rains
poured down from heaven, she did
not allow the birds of the air to rest

on the bodies by day or the beasts of
thecduretl dofbysamil gh
season occurred around Passover. It

Gi beoni t dgotkngwndignalang sheprotected

the bodies of the seven.

When David heard what Rizpah had
done by protecting the bodies of the
seven who were hanged, he took

a s s e fpin bpnesa 3omg witk: theeb@nesgof

Saul and Jonathan and buried them.
After that God answered the prayer
for the land. When the rains came it
signaled the famine was over. This
mother in Israel showed great love
for her sons by protecting their
bodies until the rains came.

Losing sons is one of the hardest
things a mother can endure. It is
something you will recall many times
throughout the years. God loans us
children and we  loye them dearly,
then sorr?e?imes It-lehta‘ies them very
early in their journey through life.
There is difficulty in coming to terms

Continued on Page 5
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Self Control

Continued from Page 2 \
Verse four says each one of us
(Christians striving to become like
Christ) should learn to control our
own bodies. That is a really tough
verse because control is a very pow-
erful word, and when we are strug-
gling with a sin, control is definitely
not a word we usually would use. Its
interesting to note that the bible
says when the Holy Spirit is in our
lives and we give God not just room,
but our whole life, one of the conse-
guences or 0 f-contral. t
We gain control of our-self only
when we relinquish control of our
life to God. | have always found it
amazing how powerful | am over the
many temptations that come my way
on a daily basis, when | have been in
Godds presence.
Godds word and al
form my life, been on my knees in
prayer, are always days that tempta-
tions seems so easy to beat. Times
when | have not given God time in
my life to transform me, days gone
by without speaking to him; tempta-
tions seem impossible to conquer.
The difference between the two is
facing our temptations with God and
not by ourselves.

God cares greatly how we live our
life because we are reflections of
him. We are his witnesses to the
world, bright shining stars pointing
others in the right direction who are

in darkness. We can only live a holy
and honorable life if we discipline

ourselves to be i
a daily basis. Being with him should
be the most important, and highest
priority, not something we attempt

to shove into our day if we have
time. When he has control of our
life and our schedule, suddenly we
see opportunities and people strug-
gling that we passed by before. We
find strength and realize when temp-
tations come against us how power-
less they are to a life lived with God

as King.
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Akron Pregnancy
Services Walkathon

The annual Walkathon to benefit
Akron Pregnancy Services will be
held on Saturday, May 16" at 10
a.m. You are invited to participate
in this joyful public testimony as the
Body of Christ unites in honor of the
Author of Life.

Children are a welcome part of the
Walk as they may get their faces
painted and enjoy the puppet show

a®o dod s2 op.r e se@iciel drnel

be energized by the Lion Player who
perform at 9:40.

This year the theme of the Walk is
from Proverbs
ORi ghteousness
national leaders have removed
protections previously afforded to
the unborn and to their mothers.
This failure to honor God is one
reason why our nation is struggling
today. Let us, who are righteous in
Christ, stand steadfastly to support a
place which is all about Life in our
community.

exalts

The Body of Christ is foundational to
this ministry se we need many of you
to represent your church that
morning. Pl ease
or sponsoring a member of your
church as they walk.

Do all that you are able to speak

0Choose I|ife so t
children may I iv
Community!

Missionary Guest Steve Walent 0
Sunday, May 17th Morning Service

Steve & Christina with their three

daughters minister in former East
Germany. They serve as mentors
and coach for church planters.
They have set up the first Church
Planter's School in this part of the
country. Steve and Christina are in
their second round of training new

church planters. As part of their

church planting strategy the work to

renew existing churches. The goal
is that the existing church can

become mother church and start to

multiply. A Church Renewal School
was recently started for this purpose

(12 church teams in Saxony are
taking part in it). Your prayers are

appreciated for more churches to be

planted in this region.
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In observance of Memorial
Day (May 25") and
Independence Day (July 3 ™)
the church office Will%@
closed.
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with this, but God is sovereign and
we learn to lean upon our Lord for

His comfort and peace. My heart
goes out to Rizpah. Her heart was
breaking at her loss, but her

determination to respect the bodies
of the slain speaks well of her
devotion. The Holy Spirit included
this in the Word, to show us that a
mot her 6s |l ove
hardships. May your devotion to
your family be pleasing to our Lord
and Savior. Have
Day.

Reception for Matt and Alaina.

A reception for Matt and Alaina
will be held on Sunday, May 24th
following the Sunday morning
service. The reception will be at

Mull Avenue in conjunction with

the annual Memorial Day Picnic.
Please bring a side dish and a
desert.

Your invited to join us as First
Family takes a trip to the
Creation Museum in Cincinnati
on May 29", 2009. We will leave
the church at 7:00am. Guest
speaker for the day is Ken Ham.
Cost s ar e as
$16.95, Seniors-$12.95, Children
(5-12) -$8.95.

Wi | gy 387
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AII Church

&M cHurch fahily work day  at our Market Street and Mull
Avenue properties. Please join us as we take the time to clean up and

update the facilitiﬁs q,o has égiven us. Check the Sunday Page or the
a appy Mo er )
website for more information and times.

Congratulations to Pastor Josh on
graduating from Akron University.
He received a Bachelors of
Science in History.

Special Adult Lifeline Summer Session

Beginning June 7, we will be offering
a special summer session in our
Adult Lifeline classes, as all classes
will join together in the sanctuary
each week. We will be traversing
through the John
Heart Ablaze. 6 PI
this great study.

a

Awana Chil drends
A required meeting for all
leaders wishing to help with the
new Sunday night Awana
ministry will be held Saturday,
May 16" from 9:00am & 2:00pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone
interested in getting involved
please contact Lauri Jarvis at
the church office.

Mi nistry

Fifth Sunday First Family Fell owsh

Join us for our second Fifth Sunday Fellowship as we gather as a church
body to celebrate the family of God. Bring your favorite soups,
desserts, and games for a great time of fun and fellowship.
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